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Essex Symphony Orchestra is seeking a 
new Music Director for September 2026 

 

About Essex Symphony Orchestra 

Essex Symphony Orchestra (ESO), one of the most prominent non-professional 
orchestras in Essex, is looking for its next Music Director.  

ESO is a high standard orchestra of c.60 players drawn from the county of Essex with 
a professional orchestral leader. Our repertoire is ambitious and challenging, including 
new works by living composers,  and we pride ourselves in engaging leading emerging 
soloists for concerto performances.  We are committed to supporting musical 
participation amongst young people and have reached over 3,500 children through 
special concerts and annual workshops which offer local children the experience of 
playing in an orchestra.  

We attract an enthusiastic and abundant audience from the Essex community and we 
have successfully accessed funding from Essex County Council, charitable 
organisations and from local donations.  We continue to thrive with an excellent 
complement of musicians in all sections. We perform a minimum of three major 
concerts per year in November/December, March/April and June/July with rehearsals 
during term time from September to July in Chelmsford, Essex.  

ESO is a friendly, community orchestra which has just celebrated its 75th anniversary. 
Our Committee is made up of volunteers and works diligently to enable our players and 
professionals to experience a supportive and enthusiastic environment for music 
making. We have an annual social get-together for members and each season we 
support a local nominated charity. For more information about ESO, please visit our 
website: Essex Symphony Orchestra 

  

https://www.essexsymphony.org.uk/


2 
 

Music Director Overview 

We are looking for a skilled, ambitious and motivating Music Director to conduct our 
orchestra and to lead it into its next era from September 2026 onwards, building 
audiences and promoting work with young people. 

The principal responsibility of the Music Director is to enhance and further develop the 
musicality and musicianship of the orchestra in both weekly rehearsals and 
performances and through our outreach work. 

The Music Director will plan and lead our annual Young Person’s Orchestral Workshop 
and potentially expand this work.  

The Music Director will lead dynamic and engaging programming for ESO’s concerts,  
working within available budgets and in conjunction with the Committee, as well as 
contributing to programme notes, communications and publicity.  

Professional Skills and Experience 

We are looking for an experienced orchestral conductor, with at least five years of 
conducting orchestras, ensembles or other groups. Experience with amateur groups is 
preferable with demonstrable skills in developing amateur players, working with a range 
of abilities and galvanising and supporting the confidence of all sections of the 
orchestra with inclusivity.  

We are especially looking for a conductor who has worked with children and young 
people.  

Our Music Director will have excellent communication skills and a good sense of 
humour, to engage with our members and audience, and to represent ESO alongside 
our Chair to the wider community.  

Access to a network of professional and semi-professional soloists and to orchestral 
material would be desirable. 
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Applicant Information 

Rehearsals: Monday evenings 19.30 – 21.45 with a 15-minute socialising tea break. 

Rehearsals venue:  St John Payne Catholic School, Patching Hall Lane, Chelmsford, 
Essex CM1 4BS. 

Fees: The Music Director’s fees are in the region of  £5k per year, based on three 
concerts and 25 term time rehearsals per year. Fees are reviewed annually.  

Contract: Initially for three years, with one term’s probationary period. The Music 
Director is engaged on a freelance basis, may be required to demonstrate their right to 
work in the UK,  and is responsible for their National Insurance and Tax payments. 

2026/27 concert dates: candidates are advised that the current concert dates are as 
follows: 5 December 2026, 6 March 2027, 3 July 2027. 

Application deadline: Midnight Friday 16 January 2026. Applications received after this 
date will not be considered.  

Selection process: Online interviews on the evenings of 10, 11 and 12 February and in 
person audition rehearsals will be held on the evenings of 9, 16 and 23 March 2026. 

To apply please send a full CV and a covering letter (maximum 2 pages), outlining what 
you would bring to ESO, to eso.musicdirector@gmail.com. You are requested to 
complete an ESO Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Monitoring Form anonymously and 
return this along with your application.  

To arrange an informal discussion about the post please contact ESO Chair, Anne 
Rushton, at esochair1@gmail.com. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Anne Rushton 
Chair, Essex Symphony Orchestra  
www.essexsymphony.org.uk 
Registered Charity: 1000732 
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